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- Short: PEN-MP

- Established in 2016 and affiliated with LEWP in 2019 

- Over 80 police experts from 30 states (EU members and 

other countries – e. g. Western Balkan)



Our activities: 

- Extensive international conference

- Webinars (last one – International Cold cases Analysis Project, from prof. Karsten Bettels)

- Prevention campaigns (25. maj)

Main goals:

- Strengthening of the cross-border police cooperation

- Exchange of good and poor practices to improve work

- Exchange of the latest techniques and developments in the field of  missing persons





Missing persons - Priority in the Slovenian presidency of the

Council of the European Union

International 
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Top 15 police topics, but … 

a missing person

can be hidden in each of them!



My ideal ideal/dream world: 

- Entry of all missing persons in the EU countries (or in all of Europe) to the SIS – Schengen

Information System

- Entry of all DNA samples and other identification methods (facial recognition, fingerprints,

dental status) to Prüm - from missing persons, their relatives and unidentified bodies (I-Familia)

- And the possibility of cross-comparison of all those categories.

Practical case from 2019: - Norwegian journalist

- unidentified body, 1987 in Norway

- missing person, 1984 in Slovenia



Questionnaire PEN-MP:

1. Statistical data captured from 2015 until 2019

EU= over 300.000 missing on year, over 40.000 missing and over 15.000 unid. bodies

2. Questionnaire - related to work of individual countries in the area of missing persons

and discovered unidentified bodies



Questionnaire Conclusions - answers from 30 countries - 24 of those are European Union mem. states

1. Legal regulation and police powers (Just over half have this area regulated in police acts)

2. Police procedures upon filing a missing person report or upon finding an unidentified body -

24 or 48 hours? - By no means is there any deadline for postponing police action!

3. Databases of missing persons and discovered unidentified bodies

4.   Statistics of the European police forces 

5. Definitions and reasons for persons going missing



Definiton about missing person

The general definition of the Council of Europe states that a missing person is a person, whose relatives,

friends and acquaintances have no knowledge of this person’s whereabouts or what has happened to this

person, regardless of age (minor or adult), gender, status, citizenship or any other personal or social

circumstances, nor are they familiar with the reason for this person’s absence from the environment in

which she/he normally lives.

Most European police forces do not have a legal definition of a missing person, but must include:

- If the person’s life is in danger

- if the person needs help,

- disappearance happened against this person’s will,

- if it is necessary to protect this person’s health, life or freedom,



The most common reasons or categories of missing persons are:

- older people with age-related diseases (dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, etc.)

- children that run away from home (also as a consequence of domestic violence, various types

of abuse at home or at school, i.e. cyberbullying, grooming, peer violence, etc.)

- missing adults (conflicts, violence, adventurism, financial troubles, debts, etc.)

- lost persons (in the mountains, in cities, other natural environment)

- persons who avoid medical measures or who need to be taken to a medical institution or care

- disappearance as a result of a mental distress

- persons who are suspected to be suicidal

- persons with physical or mental disabilities or if they urgently need to receive medicines



Missing persons are not just a police-related

topic

Cross-Border Law Enforcement cooperation

Connecting public

Joint effort of all stakeholders



The Slovene presidency of the Council of the 

EU would like to encourage Member States, 

the Commission and other stakeholders to 

exchange their views within the Council Law

Enforcement Working Party. 

In 40% of missing persons cases, the lives of those missing people are in danger. 



Visit us:  www.amberalert.eu/police-expert-network/


